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ALL THREE POLITICAL parties in Britain today are offici-
ally pledged to the modernisation of Britain. However one
may assess their relative sincerity, qualifications,, methods or
prospects of success, there is no doubt that this new theme
accurately reflects the public mood. More and more people are
convinced that we need a period of vigorous leadership and
are preparing themselves for the changes that must come.

If their hopes are to be realised the main impulse must start
in the workshop at Westminster where the new MPs will be
gathering in October. The prospect of a Gothic annexe to be
built beside Big Ben to provide new accommodation has
focused public attention on the future of Parliament at ex-
actly the right moment.

The fact that neither the Conservative Party nor the Labour
Party has a clear policy for Parliament is the greatest single
omission in the programmes being presented to the electorate.
It is being invited to entrust the modernisation of Britain to an
institution that contains within itself all the very faults that
have to be eradicated from our society. Parliament today is a
creaking, amateurish, nineteenth-century machine, encrusted
with obsolete privileges, wedded to old procedures and
hideously ill-equipped for the dynamic task which it must
now assume.

The problem has, first, to be disentangled from the immedi-
ate political situation which reveals a malaise of a different
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